A series of memos to President-elect Obama identifying 
policy areas where his words line up ivith our vision. 
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We need a new vision for a 21st century education — one 
where we aren’t just supporting existing schools, but spurring 
innovation; where we’re not just investing more money, but 
demanding more reform; where parents take responsibility for 
their children’s success; where our schools and government are 
accountable for results; where we’re recruiting, retaining, and 
rewarding an army of new teachers, and students are excited to 
learn because they're attending schools of the future; and where 
we expect all our children not only to graduate high school, but 
to graduate college and get a good paying job. 

— Barack Obama, 

Dayton, Ohio, September 9, 2008 1 

144 ? cannot be satisfied until every child in America — I mean 
every child — has the same chance for a good education that we 
want for our own children. 

— Barack Obama, 

Flint, Michigan, June 16, 2008 2 



PRESIDENT-ELECT OBAMA, your comments during the campaign 
show that you recognize the urgent need to transform and improve 
American education for the 21st century. American students’ reading 
scores have remained relatively flat since 1970. 3 In 2007, 33 percent of 
fourth graders and 26 percent of eighth graders scored “below basic” in 
reading. 4 Millions of children are not receiving a quality education in 
American schools. In many of the nation’s largest cities, less than half of 
all children are graduating high school. 5 Nationally, on both test scores 
and graduation rates, an achievement gap still separates disadvantaged 





